Public comment on Aries Clean Technologies at the Sullivan County Legislature’s
Economic Development Committee meeting, March 6, 2025

My name is Rebekah Creshkoff, and | live in the town of Delaware.

Last month, Mark Baez mentioned that the Partnership for Economic Development is working
on a potential project with Aries Clean Technologies, which maintains it can destroy PFAS in
sewage sludge.

Whether the company can actually do that in real life is unclear.

According to Loretta Fernandez, an associate professor of civil and environmental engineering
at Northeastern University in Boston, thermal treatment like Aries’ proprietary gasification
process can break down PFAS. But it's not easily done, and may only partially destroy the
chemicals.'

What’s more, the process requires high temperatures, making it extremely energy intensive.
How will Aries power its operations?

Moving on: According to Aries’ website, their plant in Linden, New Jersey, is “routinely
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operational.”” To me, that means it’s open for business and is currently processing

municipalities’ sewage sludge.

But according to a news article in the Taunton Daily Gazette, the facility ran in test mode for
several months starting in December 2021. It went offline the following July.?

| recently spoke to someone in Linden with direct knowledge of the situation, and learned that
the Aries plant is significantly behind schedule. They have encountered problem after problem,
including some major engineering challenges that defy resolution. | can only sketch out a rough
outline because the individual was concerned about losing their job.*
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What about financing? Seventy-five percent came from the sale of “green” tax-exempt bonds
issued through the Union County Improvement Authority. Such bonds, said Aries’ then-CEO
Greg Bafalis in December 2019, “are used for projects done by private companies for public

good, such as wastewater treatment.... We qualify because we’re taking the biosolids.”

Initially, the county issued $50 million worth of bonds in October of 2019.° But given all the
problems at the Linden plant, Aries has repeatedly returned to the improvement authority for
additional funding.

The county has been throwing good money after bad, using taxpayer dollars to keep the
project going. They issued $11.5 million worth of bonds in April 2021, an additional $8.5 million
in December 2023, and committed to up to another $21.5 million last November.” That adds
up to $41.5 million on top of the original $50 million.

Last month, Mr. Baez said that Aries is a big ratable, and has a good payroll and jobs structure,
too.? But in 2019, Waste360.com wrote that the Linden plant would create 60 temporary
construction jobs. Just 16 long-term, skilled jobs would be required to operate the plant.’

| appreciate that the loss of Frito-Lay and Catholic Charities’ outpatient treatment unit has hit
workers and the county hard. But as we look to find other businesses to replace them, we
need to scrutinize potential partners closely, lest we later suffer buyer’s remorse.
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