Preserving Farmland,
Strengthening Communities:

Sullivan County’s Farmland
Protection Initiative

Why Is Sullivan County Investing in the Future of Its

Farmland?

Sullivan County, in partnership with Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan
County and the Orange County Land Trust, is launching a new initiative to
protect local farmland, support farmers, and strengthen the rural
economy. This project will help ensure future generations benefit from
fresh, local food, open spaces, and thriving agricultural businesses.

Farms are the backbone of Sullivan County’'s economy and a vital part of its
heritage. Preserving farmland protects our food supply, scenic landscapes,
family farms, and local jobs. By leveraging state and federal resources, this
initiative will help shield farmland from development pressures and keep it
productive for years to come.

How Can Farmers and Communities Benefit from This

Farmland Protection Initiative?

This initiative provides direct benefits to farmers, local governments, and

| the wider community. Farmers will receive guidance on how to potentially
secure agricultural conservation easements, while permanently preserving
their land for agriculture. Workshops and one-on-one support will help
farmers and municipalities learn how to potentially access grant funding
from programs, like the NYS Farmland Protection Implementation Grant
(FPIG) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program.

www.sullivancce.org/farmlandpreservation
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What Steps Are We Taking to Secure the Future of Farming in
Sullivan County?

This program will use technical assistance and workshops to equip farm
families, municipal leaders, and communities with tools to support
farmland preservation and agricultural viability. Estate planning resources
will help farm families transfer land to the next generation and plan for
long-term success. Town officials will receive training on farm-friendly
policies, zoning, and conservation strategies. Municipalities will also have
access to expert guidance for creating tailored farmland protection plans.
As part of its preservation strategy, the county is exploring participation in
the Hudson Valley Community Preservation Act (CPA), which could offer
long-term funding for conservation. Public outreach will engage residents
and stakeholders in supporting these efforts.

We invite farmers, community members, and local leaders to join us in this
important effort. Together, we can preserve our farmland and build a
sustainable future for Sullivan County!

For More Information on the For More Information on Farm
Farmland Preservation Program Friendly Zoning contact CCESC:
contact the OCLT: Melinda Meddaugh
Michael Sweeton mm2592@cornell.edu
michael@oclt.org (845) 292-6180 x116

(845) 534-3690 X /
www.oclt.org

If you're a farmer interested
in protecting your land, visit
our website here:

COUNTY CATSKILLS

Mountains of Opportunities

w ] Orange County
& LAND TRUST

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Sullivan County Y




Joining the Hudson Valley
Community Preservation Act

(CPA)

What is the Hudson Valley Community Preservation Act
(CPA) of 20077

The Hudson Valley Community Preservation Act (CPA) is a powerful tool
that allows designated communities to establish Community Preservation
Funds (CPF). These funds are supported through a real estate transfer tax,
enabling communities to preserve open space, farmland, historic places,
and community character.

Ulster County successfully joined the Act in 2019 through a Home Rule
request, demonstrating a clear pathway for other counties like Sullivan
County to follow.

How does it work?

Create a Community Preservation Project
Plan
 |dentify how community character will
be preserved.
e Analyze land use alternatives.
 List and prioritize parcels necessary

to achieve goa[S. Key points-
Hold a Public Hearing )
 Hold a public hearing on the lgfj?wccj:eodste’:\?irt:le g}?u"tlrl]
Community Preservation Project Plan Lestate t y p oug
(CPPP) and proposed local law. real estate transfer tax.

Hold a Referendum Local Control
« Community voters must approve the Municipalities decide

enactment of a local law establishing through referendum.
the real estate transfer tax.
Proven Benefits
if Approved: Preserved open spaces,
o County Clerk collects the tax and stable property values,
remits funds to the town monthly. attractive community

» Funds are dedicated solely to character.
implementing the CPPP.




How Can Sullivan County Join?

e Sullivan County Legislature must pass a Home Rule J o l N
Resolution to amend the 2007 Act.

» Senator Oberacker and Assemblywoman Paula Kay
must introduce and champion the bill.

» Governor signs the bill, officially including Sullivan
County.

Success Stories <_SU CCESS l
Communities that have successfully / S UCC
implemented CPFs include: - ESs
e Five East End Towns, Long Island: @
e Town of Warwick, Orange County: I

e Town of Red Hook, Dutchess County (SU CCESS >
e Towns of New Paltz, Gardiner

e Marbletown, Ulster County

These communities have enhanced preservation
efforts, maintained desirable home values, and
balanced growth with conservation.

Scan to learn more about CFP’s in other communities:
New Paltz Marbletown Gardiner
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Why should Sullivan County Act?

Protect Farmland and Natural Resources ‘Agricutture &Farmland)
Strengthen Community Identity ;&-

Balance Development with Preservation NN
Enhance Quality of Life for Future Generations

) :
o ‘ . }
’&crion ©°

&, Orange County Cornell Cooperative Extension
& LAND TRUST Sullivan County
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